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News Release

Tony Award-winning Scottish actor Tom Conti to host Scotland conversations for New York Tartan Week

Award-winning actor Tom Conti, jazz legend Dr Billy Taylor, veteran journalist Lewis Lapham, broadcaster Leonard Lopate, gallery director Marc Pachter, and cultural commentator Todd Gitlin in conversation with leading Scots at venues across New York starting April 3.
One of the UK’s award-winning actors Tom Conti will host a series of conversations on Scotland and America inspired by The Scottish Enlightenment to celebrate Tartan Week in New York.

Tom Conti won a Tony Award on Broadway for his performance in Whose Life is It Anyway?, and was nominated for an Oscar as Best Actor for his role in Reuben Reuben.  He won an Olivier Award in the London West End and he Dame Judi Dench were recently voted the Most Popular Actors in the West End in the last 25 years.
The Scotland Conversations New York (3-4 April) is a series of provocative discussions and remarkable performances presented by Scotland's leading universities in partnership with prestigious American organisations.

Musicians from the Royal Scottish Academy of Music and Drama will open the series at the Kaye Playhouse at Hunter College on April 3 at 5.30pm. The free concert will include Scottish and American music spanning 300 years from traditional Scottish and classical music and Old American Folk Songs by Copland to works by James MacMillan and Thea Musgrave.

Jazz legend Dr Billy Taylor and the Smithsonian’s National Portrait Gallery Director Marc Pachter will be among those taking part in a fascinating evening of music and conversation exploring the arts and the pursuit of happiness also at The Kaye Playhouse on April 3 at 7.15pm. 

The closing event will be a provocative discussion on the changing face of patriotism from eighteenth-century Scotland to the post 9/11 world at Tishman Auditorium at The New School at 7.00pm on April 4.  Speakers include WNYC’s Leonard Lopate, Lewis Lapham of Harper’s Magazine, the outspoken critic and writer Todd Gitlin, and the best-selling Scottish historian Tom Devine, who outsold Harry Potter in Scotland. 
About The Scotland Conversations 

The Scotland Conversations New York (3-4 April 2006) focus a twenty-first century lens on The Scottish Enlightenment – the great cultural flowering of the eighteenth-century when Scottish intellectuals like David Hume, Adam Smith and Francis Hutcheson changed the way we think about the world.  The series has been created by leading universities of Aberdeen, Dundee, Edinburgh, Glasgow and The Royal Scottish Academy of Music and Drama in partnership with prestigious American organisations. Co-sponsored by Wolfson Center for National Affairs, The New School; Hunter College, CUNY Graduate Center; American-Scottish Foundation and the British Council USA. Supported by The Scottish Executive.

Tickets and information:

Unless otherwise stated, tickets are $10 for general public and $5 for students and seniors. Tickets are available direct from the venues. For the latest information on The Scotland Conversations, visit www.scotlandconversations.org
SCHEDULE

Opening event: Simple Gifts
Monday 3 april 2006, 5.30pm-6.30pm
The Kaye Playhouse at Hunter College, East 68th street (between Park and Lexington Avenues), Admission free but tickets required. Contact the Kaye Box Office: 212 772 4448 or online: www.scotlandconversations.org. Students from the Royal Scottish Academy music and drama, Scotland's international conservatoire, make their New York debut, and celebrate the launch of the Sotland Conversations New York, with a rich programme of Scottish and American traditional and classical music spanning over 300 Years, with readings by Academy Award nominee and Tony award-winning Scottish actor Tom Conti.  Introduced by the virtuoso trumpeter and principal of RSAMD, John Wallace. Co-sponsored by Wolfson Center for National Affairs, The New School; Hunter College; CUNY Graduate Center; American-Scottish Foundation, and The British Council USA.
THE ARTS AND THE PURSUIT OF HAPPINESS

Monday April 3, 7.15pm-9pm, The Kaye Playhouse at Hunter College

East 68th Street (Between Park and Lexington Avenues), $10 ($5),

(Kaye Box Office: 212 772 4448)

Marc Pachter, distinguished director of Smithsonian's National Portrait Gallery, chairs an evening on the arts and the pursuit of happiness from the creative age of The Scottish Enlightenment in the eighteenth-century to the emergence of jazz and much more in modern-day America. Featuring Grammy Award-winning jazz legend Dr Billy Taylor, Scottish literary critic Cairns Craig, former architecture correspondent for The (London) Times Charles McKean, and performers from The Royal Scottish Academy of Music and Drama. Introduced by Academy Award nominee and Tony Award-winning Scottish actor Tom Conti. Co-sponsored by Wolfson Center for National Affairs, The New School; Hunter College, CUNY Graduate Center; American-Scottish Foundation and the British Council USA.

IS PATRIOTISM HISTORY?

Tuesday April 4 2006, 7pm-9pm, followed by Reception, The Tishman Auditorium, The New School, 66 West 12th Street (Between 5th and 6th Avenues), New York, followed by Reception, $10 ($5), (Box Office: 212 229 5488)

Leonard Lopate, Host, Leonard Lopate Show, WNYC, veteran journalist and editor emeritus of Harper's Magazine Lewis Lapham, the best-selling Scottish historian, who outsold Harry Potter in Scotland, Tom Devine, cultural commentator Todd Gitlin, and the European political analyst Bill Miller, explore the changing face of patriotism from the age of The Scottish Enlightenment in the eighteenth-century to the post 9/11 world. Plus, a special performance by The Royal Scottish Academy of Music and Drama. Introduced by Academy Award nominee and Tony Award-winning Scottish actor Tom Conti. Co-sponsored by Wolfson Center for National Affairs, The New School; Hunter College; CUNY Graduate Center; American-Scottish Foundation and the British Council USA.

For full speaker bios and further information on The Scotland Conversations, visit:

www.scotlandconversations.org 

For further information on Tartan Week, visit:

www.tartanweekny.com 

About Tartan Week

The US Senate designated April 6 as National Tartan Day in 1998 to honour “the outstanding contribution of millions of Scottish-Americans to our great nation” and the House of Representatives passed a similar resolution in 2005. The significance of April 6 dates back to the 1320 signing of the Declaration of Arbroath, which, it has been argued, was the model for the American Declaration of Independence.  New York City has celebrated Tartan Day since 1999 and, every year, the amount of activities here has increased to the point that it is now referred to as Tartan Week.  For more information on Tartan Week 2006, visit www.tartanweekny.com

Further information on The Scotland Conversations, contact:

Joan Concannon, University of Dundee

Tel: 01382 344000

or

Leonard Forman, University of Aberdeen

Tel: 01224 273842
For further information on Tartan Week, contact:

David Hamilton

Scottish Executive

Tel: 0131 244 2056
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